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The development of mathematics has a very long history in China, dating back to five to
six thousand years ago where people used tying knots to record numbers, till using the bones
of turtles (EB®) to record large numbers during the Hsia and Shang Periods (EERHH) .
Furthermore, counting rods and abacuses have played an important role in the development

of mathematics in China for over a thousand years, firmly building up the use of place values
in recording numbers.

Counting rods
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During the Warring Kingdom (8E3F4%) , it was quite common for
Chinese people to use objects like bamboo sticks to record numbers
and do calculations. This practice has been carrying on till the Yo0an
Dynasty (5G&8) . Such calculating tools are called counting rods.
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What numbers are represented by the following
arrangements of counting rods?
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The use of counting rods gradually changed to the use of special Chinese numerals for
recording numbers.
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Even now there are people still
m 'l x represents $24 using special Chinese numerals
«]— j'D to represent a certain amount of

N|—1] represents $312 e )=

The Chinese numerals (simple form) we use today only first appeared in the Han Dynasty

(Z#) .

Numeral
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